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After 20 years of worldwide use, with increasing adoption by the main exporters of 

raw materials for animal feed, Agricultural Biotechnology, more specifically, 

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) continue to be the object of a great deal of 

controversy, in a discussion that is no longer scientific, being clearly a political and 

ideological one. Interestingly, biotechnology is used in many sectors, foremost in 

health (insulin) without anyone questioning it. In the European Union, GM maize was 

authorized in 1998, and in Portugal, in 2005, exactly 10 years ago, its regular 

cultivation began. After endless discussions and numerous studies, with extensive field 

and consumption experience worldwide, the controversy tends to tone up in Europe, 

as if it were possible not to take into consideration all the experience and monitoring, 

the interests of producers, users and consumers, the impact on the environment, on 

the markets and on the sectors’ competitiveness, the right to information, the 

freedom of choice and, above all, the scientific assessments by the EFSA, the European 

Food Safety Authority. 

Can we ignore the fact that these plants are grown by 18 million farmers worldwide, 

90 % of whom are small farmers, on 181.5 million hectares? That the main raw 

materials for animal feed, soybean, that Europe does not produce, is about 90% GM? 

Can we ignore that we live in a globalised economy, with rules established by the WTO, 

or by bilateral trade agreements, and that we have a Single Market in the European 

Union? That very clear rules on labelling are established for feed and food? That 

events authorized for cultivation and import are evaluated with great accuracy not 

only in the European Union and in exporting countries (United States, Argentina, Brazil, 

Canada... that compete with us in the milk, meat and eggs markets), and authorized 

only when it is proven that they do not carry major risks and are as safe for human or 

animal health and environment as their conventional counterparts? That Portugal has 

legislation on the coexistence that is particularly demanding, both for those opting for 

conventional farming, for the genetically modified maize (whose practices and training 

are of great rigour and responsibility) or for organic farming, not having found any 

incidents that question its effectiveness? 

 



In recent months, the GMOs dossier experienced a significant progress, with mixed 

signals: at the level of cultivation, the decision to ban or authorize is now the 

competence of the Member States (MS); the introduction of a proposal by the 

Commission to leave the possibility of importing GM raw materials to the discretion of 

each country; the realization, on the part of the European Ombudsman, that the 

Commission deliberately delayed the approvals of new events due to the lack of 

consensus among Member States, recommending the strict compliance with the law; 

in Portugal, in January 2016, the presentation of several bills aimed at the ban of 

genetically modified maize cultivation. Finally, the presentation in Brussels of an 

opinion by the legal services of the Council considers that the Commission proposal is 

contrary to the Single Market and WTO principles, reinforcing the arguments of all 

European organizations and the European Parliament, which due to the strongly 

negative impact on the interests of the Union, took a stand against the Brussels draft, 

requesting the Commission its urgent removal. 

Fortunately, in our country, the Parliament refused the intended ban by Bloco, PCP, 

PEV and PAN, showing an enormous common sense and an emphasis on knowledge, 

science and research, freedom of choice and improvement of the competitiveness of 

agriculture and the agri-food sector. Without forgetting caution, assessment and 

monitoring. 

In a society that believes it is possible to live with zero risk, the debate in Europe has 

been marked by noise and manipulation. By movements that reject anything that is 

not consistent within their line of thought and that only accept their rules on behalf of 

the environment, animal welfare or public health. However, these flags are not, they 

cannot be, exclusive of those who advocate organic farming, of the environmentalists 

and leftist parties. They belong to all those who, like us, care about the future of 

Agriculture as an engine of the national economy, of Sustainability, of the use of all 

technologies that enable the creation of employment and wealth, building a better 

Society. 

For now, common sense seems to have gained the battle, but hypocrisy lurks at all 

times and it may add crisis to the crisis. A crisis that has to do with values and 

technological backwardness. The GMOs dossier shall continue on the political agenda 

as a "Via Crucis". 


